
 

OXCLOSE NURSERY SCHOOL 

Learning Outside the Classroom Policy 

Rationale 

Our Learning Outside the Classroom Policy (LOtC) aims to foster children’s love of 

learning. At Oxclose Nursery School, we believe that all children have the right to 

experience the unique and special nature of being outdoors. We further believe 

that it is important to enable children to use the outside environment as a context for 

learning. 

Our school believes it is vital that we maintain a broad, balanced and exciting 

curriculum which ensures that pupils have the opportunity to have first hand 

experiences outside the classroom. Our school grounds provide rich opportunities 

that can engage all pupils effectively in learning through nature. Visits outside of 

school are built into our curriculum and enhance children’s learning either through 

planned whole visits, small group visits initiated by the children’s interests or through 

our ‘out and about in the community’ days. A wide range of experiences are 

offered through our curriculum which help to develop children’s self-confidence, 

self-awareness, skills and knowledge. 

Aims 

 To develop Learning Outside the Classroom as an entitlement for all children 

 To ensure high-quality provision through LOtC experiences. 

 To develop the curriculum through using the local environment and 

community 

 To offer pupils exciting and stimulating experiences that enthuse them in their 

learning 

 To develop self-esteem through providing a range of opportunities for pupils 

to excel 

 For pupils to develop their social skills, independence and resilience through 

experiencing forest school type activities. 

 To provide a challenging, safe and secure environment within which children 

can take and manage risks. To encourage close links with parents and the 

school in celebrating our outdoor space and the rich learning that can take 

place within it. 

 To encourage children to care for their environment. 

Learning Outside the Classroom- our core offer 

We offer the following entitlement to all our pupils: 

 Access to a stimulating outdoor learning environment all day, every day 

 At least one visit/trip each term outside the local Community 

 At least one visit/trip each term within the local Community 



 Access to gardening activities throughout the year 

 Opportunities to cook and prepare produce grown in our garden 

Benefits of Learning Outside the classroom (LOtC) 

Direct experience outdoors is powerful, motivating and has impact and credibility. 

The results from outdoor learning can be instantaneous as well as active and 

therefore impact on behaviour as well as tapping into the learning styles of the more 

kinaesthetic learner. Through skilled teaching, outdoor experiences readily become 

a stimulating source of fascination, personal growth and can lead to breakthroughs 

in learning.  

Active learning readily develops the learning skills of enquiry, experiment, feedback, 

reflection, review, communication, problem solving, an enterprising attitude and 

cooperative learning- to name only some benefits. 

 LOtC helps to ensure that children are successful learners enabling children to 

develop knowledge and skills in ways that add value to their everyday 

learning experiences. 

 LOtC enables children to be confident individuals and impacts positively 

upon young children’s attitudes, beliefs and self-perceptions. 

 LOtC contributes towards creating independent learners with high self-

esteem and self-sufficiency. 

 LOtC can have a positive impact upon children’s behaviour. 

 LOtC contributes towards the promotion and children’s understanding of the 

importance of developing a healthy lifestyle. 

 LOtC has a positive impact upon children’s personal and social 

development. It can also bring about community cohesion and allow 

children to develop as responsible citizens who make positive contribution to 

their wider community. It can create pride in the school and wider 

community and promote community involvement, renewing children’s pride 

and creating a sense of belonging and responsibility. 

 LOtC raises learners attainment, promotes and strengthens communication 

skills, team work and sense of cohesion. 

 There is clear evidence that boys in particular are more active in their learning 

in an outdoor environment. 

How we will deliver this 

Trips and Visits 

It is expected that all children have at least three trips during the school year. These 

will be included in the curriculum plans and will support and expand opportunities 

for teaching and learning. Trips and visits should: 

 Be part of the curriculum and enhance teaching and learning 

 

 Provide hands - on, stimulating opportunities for children 

 

 Be with quality badge providers wherever possible 

 



 Help develop social skills and self-esteem. 

 

A risk assessment needs to be completed before every trip by the Educational 

Visits coordinator. (EVC)  All venues for trips must be visited prior to the trip taking 

place by the EVC to ensure accurate risk assessment procedures are in place.  

Our Educational Visits Policy will be adhered to at all times. 

Use of the school garden 

The school garden is a resource for use by all the children.  We aim to use it all 

day every day to give the children free choice as to whether they would prefer to 

learn indoors or outdoors: 

 Including it as a planned resource within the curriculum – outdoor activities 

are planned for daily. 

 Using it as a resource to support all curriculum areas 

 Using it to support our healthy schools initiatives e.g. gardening, outdoor 

cookery, and sustainability initiatives. 

 Opening it up for events and welcoming its use by members of the 

community ie open days and fun days. 

 When our children are away from the building (Monday morning) the 

garden is offered for use by the children and parents on our waiting list. 

 During lunch times. Our garden will be used by the children from the 

reception class in the Primary school. 

 

The local community 

At the beginning of the year a standard letter is sent out to parents requesting 

their permission for pupils to go on short walks into the community.  All groups are 

encouraged to make visits into the local community including: 

 Visiting local religious and community buildings 

 Taking part in local festivals and events 

 Using local resources such as museums and art gallery 

 Using local facilities such as parks, swimming pools, gymnasium and library 

 Using local businesses such as vets, football clubs 

 

Participating in productions  

All pupils should be involved in at least two productions annually.  This might 

include: 

 Harvest assembly 

 Christmas Nativity 

 Easter Bonnet Parade 

 Graduation assembly 

 

 

 



Monitoring and evaluation 

Assessment of the children’s learning will be valued equally indoors and outdoors 

and should be part of the same process. 

In order to monitor this entitlement the Head teacher will: 

 Monitor plans termly for trips, visits and visitors 

 Monitor plans termly for opportunities for children to take part in gardening 

and food preparation activities. 

 Complete LOTC activity evaluations. 

 

It is particularly important that year leaders ensure that: 

 All pupils are fully able to participate in trips, visits. 

 Learning outside the classroom experience support and develop curriculum 

plans 

 Learning outside the classroom experiences are evaluated for their 

effectiveness. 

 

Health and Safety 

We will support children in taking risks within a safe and secure environment.  Pupils 

will be taught how to manage risks.  It is important to ensure that the outdoor 

environment offers challenges and teaches the children how to be safe and aware 

of others.  LOtC opportunities will be grasped when available and teachers will 

assess risk. 

In the first instance the school policies relating to Health and Safety and Risk 

Assessment should be referred to and applied prior to any LOtC activity that may 

require additional support beyond the reasonable activities one would normally 

apply within the class room. It is also important that the school applies robust safety 

measures to effectively manage and minimise risks.  It is equally important, however, 

that all involved, including parents, acknowledge that a degree of residual risk 

remains.  We will therefore discuss with parents their views regarding outdoor 

learning – and the degree of risk that apply to the varying activities.  Our children 

are taught to manage risks in regard to LOtC.  All pupils are regularly reminded 

about the importance of staying safe.  Being safe is a school expectation and 

children are reminded of the importance of keeping themselves and members of 

the school community safe. 

Linked policies 

These include: 

 Educational visits guidance 

 Curriculum policies 

 Health and safety Policy 

 

 



Policy review 

This policy should be considered alongside other relevant policies mentioned above. 

It will be reviewed by the Governing Body as part of its yearly schedule of policy 

review. 
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