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Oxclose Federation 
Yesterday was the first day of the brand new Oxclose Federation. I am excited to have taken 
over as Executive Head teacher of the Federation and believe that it will bring many benefits 
to both the Nursery and the Primary School. My first task has been to organise some interim 
arrangements, which will last for the current academic year. I will be reviewing the 
organisation and processes in both schools and ensuring that we have the ideal model in 
place in time for the start of the next academic year in September 2019. I look forward to 
working with the wonderful Nursery children and the amazing, dedicated and talented staff. 
 

Mrs Taylor: Interim Head of Nursery 
Mrs Taylor has a key role in our new arrangements and I am delighted that she has 
accepted the position of Interim Head of Nursery. She will be the operational lead in the 
Nursery, while I oversee arrangements and have ultimate responsibility for School 
Performance, recruitment, budget, safeguarding etc. I look forward to helping Mrs Taylor as 
she takes on her new role and it has already been a productive partnership. Her love of the 
children and dedication to the Nursery are crystal clear. We are also working with Leslie 
Patterson, who is a Nursery consultant. 
 

Miss Bowden: Interim Head of Primary School and Federation Deputy 
Miss Bowden, my incredible Deputy at the Primary School, has taken over as Interim Head 
of the Primary School and will assist Mrs Taylor and myself in leading the Nursery. She is 
fantastic with the children, staff and parents and is incredibly efficient in everything that she 
does. I know that Miss Bowden has enjoyed meeting all of the Nursery staff as much as I 
have this week. Communication is vital and that is one thing that I will look to ensure is even 
better than it was previously. Miss Bowden will organise our Facebook and website and 
ensure that these are current, immediate and regular. Facebook in particular is something 
which is very important in capturing and sharing those magic moments. Miss L Smith from 
the Primary School, who is SENDCO, will also assist us with Special Needs arrangements. 
 

Communication 
Staying with the theme of communication, I have been researching different systems that we 
can use to share information efficiently. I am keen to have a text messaging system and 
have also looked at online booking and payment systems. In the long run, I would like an 
app that parents can access which has links to all of these systems. I believe that these will 
make life easier for parents and for Ms Grundy in the office! I will keep you posted. 
 

Nursery Staff 
As mentioned above, I have met with all of the staff on a one to one level this week. They 
are a brilliant team and there is such a fabulous bond between them. I appreciate that they 
have warmly welcomed me into the team. I am privileged to be Executive Head of such a 
talented staff across two schools. Ms Grundy has been an invaluable help so far and I would 
like to thank her for everything so far. 



Thank you Miss Smith 
Miss Smith did a great job over 14 happy years as Head teacher at Oxclose Nursery. She 
has a real passion for the school and that is reflected in the strength of the team, the 
provision for children and the well-earned reputation of the school. I am sure that you will all 
join me in wishing her well. Miss Smith is always welcome back and hopes to attend events 
such as Christmas plays etc... 
 

Ox Close Primary Open Morning 
There is an open morning at Ox Close Primary for the parents of Nursery children on 
Thursday 8th November at 9.15am. This will give parents an opportunity to look around the 
school, with a particular emphasis upon Reception class. I will also be available to answer 
questions. The Federation will make transition arrangements even better. Anyone who can’t 
make Thursday who would like to look around should get in touch with the Primary School 
office. 
 

Creative Graphics: Uniform 
I have arranged for Creative Graphics to take over the contract for supplying our uniform. 
There will be a link to their website on our website very soon and then parents will be able to 
order online. Deliveries will be made to the school. They have a shop in Bishop Auckland 
and this is ideal for those who would like to try sizes or buy in person. Creative Graphics 
have done a super job with our uniform at the Primary School and I know that they will do an 
equally good one here.  
 

Mr Football and Pink Gym 
Please ask Jeanne to scribble something down and then insert. (No volunteers needed for 
Mr Football) 
 

Extended Services 
Our Extended Services provision is really important, especially for working parents. I will be 
sending out questionnaires about these services soon to gather your thoughts and to try to 
make them even better. I am also aware that there have been issues with non-payment by a 
minority of users. This can’t continue and we will have to stop children from attending if 
parents do not pay as it is a self-financing venture. 
 
 
Dates for the Diary  
I would like a full calendar of events for the rest of the academic year and this will appear in 
this section next week.  
 

Nursery and Primary Schools Closed for 
Training 

Monday 26th November 2018 

Christmas Play Thursday 13th December 2018 

Nursery closes for Christmas holidays Friday 21st December 2018 

Nursery reopens for Spring Term Monday 7th January 2019 
 

 
D. Harrison  

 


