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Brilliant Performance 
Yesterday we held our Nursery Christmas Performance in the school hall and the boys and 
girls did amazingly well. Their singing was great and they were so confident in front of what 
was a packed audience. They were so excited to see their families in the audience and took 
the opportunity to show off their talents. I was so proud of how settled and confident the 
children were and I am sure that they put us all well and truly in the Christmas mood with 
their superb Festive songs. Once again, we saw how comfortable the children are and that is 
full credit to the staff who do such an incredible job in caring for and nurturing the children. I 
would also like to thank all of the family members who came to support the children- it was a 
fabulous turn out. It was lovely to speak to many of you as you made your way across to 
Nursery for the Christmas Fayre.  

Christmas Fun Day and Fayre 
The Christmas fun continued as families headed across to Nursery for the Christmas Fayre. 
I would like to thank Trish for all of her hard work with regard to the Fayre. She puts a lot of 
effort into raising vital funds for the Nursery, money which goes to help provide incredible 
experiences for the children. I would also like to thank the staff for helping to organise all of 
the activities. As I walked around the Nursery, it was fantastic to see families working 
together. Again, the children were so content and happy and the feel around the building 
was uplifting. If you entered the raffle this has now been drawn. The list of winners is in the 
nursery lobby as well as on facebook. You helped to raise £118 which is a fantastic help to 
boost our school fund, so a big thank you to everyone who took part and good luck. 

Christmas Party 
It’s party time on the morning of Tuesday the 18th.  All Children are invited to attend, even if 
this is not your normal session. If your child would like to join us for food, music and games 
you are welcome to swap your usual session to come and join in the festive fun. 
We would encourage children to dress comfortably. Please be aware that clothing could get 
messy, with Christmas crafts happening throughout the day. Normal drop offs and pickups 
apply, except for those who change a session.  

Christmas Jumper Day 
Today we have held our Christmas Jumper Day and it was fabulous to see the children and 
staff in their festive attire. Even some of the adults joined in which was brilliant, thank you for 
your support with this.  

Santa Visits 
Over the past two weeks all the children have been on a very special visit to the town hall to 
see Santa. They all had a magical time and Santa himself said what a wonderful group of 
children they all were and they are all on his good list. 

Blast Training 
During our recent inset day all the staff were trained to teach ‘BLAST’, which is a programme 
to develop all aspects of speech and language skills for three to four year olds. After 
Christmas your child may be involved in this programme. All the staff are very excited about 
‘BLAST’ due to the potential progress in language skills that can be made. Please find an 
information booklet attached that explains ‘BLAST’ in more detail. If you have any further 
questions or queries please speak to Miss Foster. 

Ladders 
You may have noticed a number of wooden ladders around the Nursery when you visited for 
the Fayre and Fun Day yesterday. Believe it or not, those ladders were made by the 
children. Mrs Ward is very talented in woodwork and also included the children at every 
single stage of the process. Under careful and close supervision the children planned, 



measured and made everything themselves using the tools. I was so impressed when I saw 
this.  

Miss Smith 
It was lovely to see Miss Smith back at Nursery yesterday. She was an amazing 
Headteacher and she holds a special place in her heart for Oxclose Nursery. She will always 
be welcome and we are hoping that we see her regularly in the New Year.  

Cre8ive Graphics 
Uniform is now available from our new supplier, Cre8ive Graphics. A link to their website is 
now on our Nursery website. If you would like to visit their shop this is located in Bishop 
Auckland where stock can be tried on and purchased directly. 

Open Door Policy 
Oxclose Nursery has always been a very welcoming environment and this is something 
which we are keen to continue with. Mrs Taylor does not teach on afternoons and so will be 
available if you have any queries or concerns and, of course, you are most welcome to 
speak to members of staff when dropping off or picking up. In the event that a senior 
member of staff is needed and they aren’t available when you call, please see the office and 
we will arrange for a call back or meeting at the earliest possible opportunity. 

 
 
Starting School 
It is time to start applying for school places if you have not already done so. Visit 
www.durham.gov.uk/schooladmissions where you can access a useful guide to help. The 
deadline for this is 15 January 2019. 

Dates for the Diary  
We are pleased to publish currently confirmed dates for the rest of the academic year and these can 
be seen in the table below. Naturally, we have planned other events such as trips and we will add 
these when we have final details. 

 
Christmas Party Tuesday 18th December 2018            8.45am 

After School Club is not on today Friday 21st December 2018 

Nursery closes for Christmas holidays Friday 21st December 2018 

Nursery reopens for Spring Term Monday 7th January 2019 

Nursery closes for Spring Half Term Friday 15th  February 2019 

Nursery reopens  Monday 25th February 2019 

Science Week Week commencing Monday 11th March 2019 

Spring Parents Evening Monday 25th March 2019 

Easter Celebration Wednesday 3rd April 2019 

Nursery closes for Easter holidays Friday 5th April 2019  

Nursery reopens for the Summer Term Tuesday 23rd April 2019 

Nursery closes for Summer Half Term Friday 24th May 2019 

Nursery reopens  Tuesday 4th June 2019 

Sports Day Tuesday 25th June 2019 

Open Day Monday 15th July 2019 

Graduation Friday 19th July 2019 

Nursery closes for the summer holidays Friday 19th July 2019 
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