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Children in Need 
The children loved it when Pudsey visited us at Nursery last week. We even managed to have a 
game of Hide and Seek in the Garden, as some of you might have seen on our Facebook page. It 
was a fantastic fun day and £34.51 was raised. Thank you for your support! 

Outstanding Provision 
It has been a pleasure to observe learning across the entire Ox Close Federation over the past 3 
weeks. I have called in on sessions in Nursery, Reception, Key Stage 1 and Key Stage 2. I am 
delighted with what I have seen right across both schools. The 2 schools are united in many ways. 
The excellence of provision and the fabulous level of care are very consistent and, as you know, 
these have long been the hallmarks of the Nursery itself. I must also say that the children of both the 
school and the Nursery are an absolute delight. I am thoroughly enjoying the opportunity to get to 
know the Nursery children and staff. My role is a very busy one but I will always maintain that every 
decision we make has to have a positive impact upon the learning of the children. Thank you to all of 
the children and staff for accommodating me so kindly. 

Phototronics 
Today the photographers have been in the Nursery. Hopefully, you will be pleased with the final 
products. 

Staff Training 
Nursery will be closed for staff training on Monday and so the children will have a nice, long weekend. 
I look forward to seeing everyone on Tuesday. 

Partnership 
We are in the early days of the Ox Close Federation but it is clear to see that very positive and 
productive partnerships are developing. This week, Miss L Smith (the Primary School SENDCO) has 
been working with Miss Foster and Mrs Reames alot and I know that all concerned found that 
beneficial. Mrs Payne, the school Key Stage 2 leader, has been working with Mrs Taylor on possible 
grant funding for both schools, which would further improve the outdoor environment. Nursery have 
used the school hall for Mr Football with Oliver Whellans with some groups and the other children 
came across to use the hall on Wednesday. This was with a view to seeing how the children might 
manage in the hall for our Christmas Nativity. I have also been looking into the possibility of a fibre 
optic link between the 2 schools, which would undoubtedly be of mutual benefit. I know that the 
Primary School children are also loving seeing the Nursery children being on site. Staff have also 
been having their photographs taken for new passes and I would like to thank Whitworth Park School 
for sorting this out for us. 

Cre8ive Graphics 
Our new uniform arrangements with Cre8ive Graphics are just about ready now. The company have 
been in touch and all of the arrangements will go live in December. 

Uniform 
We still have some uniform in the office if you would like to buy anything straight away, or try them on 
for size. 

Toddlers 
Monday was the first Toddler session which was very successful and is now full. Everybody had fun 
and it was lovely to see some new and familiar faces. A reminder there is no Toddler session next 
Monday. The next session will be at 9.15am on Monday the 3rd December.  

Medicine, Food and Drink 
A polite reminder that all medicine should be handed into office and a medical form filling in. Please 
refrain from leaving medicine, food or drinks other than water in bags, as we have many allergy 
suffers this term. Thank you for your cooperation. 

Gym 
Monday 26th will be our last session this term. Thank you to all the wonderful helpers that have given 
up there time to support the children. 

 



Open Door Policy 
Oxclose Nursery has always been a very welcoming environment and this is something which we are 
keen to continue with. Mrs Taylor does not teach on afternoons and so will be available if you have 
any queries or concerns and, of course, you are most welcome to speak to members of staff when 
dropping off or picking up. In the event that a senior member of staff is needed and they aren’t 
available when you call, please see the office and we will arrange for a call back or meeting at the 
earliest possible opportunity. 

Unclaimed Books 
We have some unclaimed LEGO Batman books which have been bought online and delivered here. If 
they are yours please can you call in the office to collect them.  

Starting School 
It is time to start applying for school places if you have not already done so. Visit 
www.durham.gov.uk/schooladminissions where you can access a useful guide to help. The deadline 
for this is 15 January 2019. 

Improvements 
As mentioned last week, we have been looking around Nursery and identifying ways in which we can 
improve the setting. We are ready to start on a programme of decorating, which will hopefully be 
noticeable to all very soon.  I am also arranging to have a new entrance for the Extended Services. 
Hopefully, this will be ready after half term in February. At the same time, we will switch the school 
office and staff room around. It is awkward for parents if they want to see Ms Grundy and have to go 
through the staff room, while it is clearly less than ideal for staff to be interrupted during their lunch 
break. We will fit a monitor and camera so that Ms Grundy will be able to see from her new desk.  

 

Dates for the Diary  
We are pleased to publish currently confirmed dates for the rest of the academic year and these can 
be seen in the table below. Naturally, we have planned other events such as trips and we will add 
these when we have final details. 

 
Nursery and Primary Schools Closed for Training Monday 26th November 2018 

Christmas Play Thursday 13th December 2018 

Christmas Fun Day and Fayre Thursday 13th December 2018 

Christmas Jumper Day Friday 14th December 2018 

 After School Club is not on today Friday 21st December 2018 

Nursery closes for Christmas holidays Friday 21st December 2018 

Nursery reopens for Spring Term Monday 7th January 2019 

Nursery closes for Spring Half Term Friday 15th 

Nursery reopens  Monday 18th February 2019 

Science Week Week commencing Monday 11th March 2019 

Spring Parents Evening Monday 25th March 2019 

Easter Celebration Wednesday 3rd April 2019 

Nursery closes for Easter holidays Friday 5th April 2019 

Nursery reopens for the Summer Term Tuesday 23rd April 2019 

Nursery closes for Summer Half Term Friday 24th May 2019 

Nursery reopens  Tuesday 4th June 2019 

Sports Day Tuesday 25th June 2019 

Open Day Monday 15th July 2019 

Graduation Friday 19th July 2019 

Nursery closes for the summer holidays Friday 19th July 2019 
 

 
D. Harrison      J.Taylor 
 
Executive Headteacher (Ox Close Federation)                        Interim Head of Nursery 
 

http://www.durham.gov.uk/schooladminissions

