
        

Happy New Year  Diary Dates  
 

I would like to wish you all a very happy new year.  

 

We have a very busy term ahead of us with lots of lovely 

things planned for the children. We will be starting our 

‘Out and About in the Community’ days soon. One 

group at a time will visit places of interest in 

Spennymoor so that the children can learn more about 

the town they live in. Places we have visited in the past 

include the vets, Police Station, Fire Station, Library and 

Dentist. 

 

4th May 2018- School closed for Training 

purposes 

 

28th March 2018- Easter Bonnet Parade 

 

29th March 2018- school breaks up for 

Easter holidays. 

 

16th April 2018- School re-opens for the 

Summer Term 

 

Leisure Centre Visits Junk 

 

We are having great difficulties in making the visits to 

the Leisure Centre work this year. We rely heavily on 

school fund contributions to provide this experience for 

the children, as the cost each week is between £232 

and £261. We have had 54 children on roll which works 

out between £4.29 and £4.88 per child each week. We 

have subsidised this heavily from the budget and I 

would like to gain your views of the Leisure Centre Visits 

in order to make a decision as to the future of that 

provision. 

 

I would like to thank you for the school fund 

contributions that we received from you last term. Sadly, 

contributions have depleted and we don’t bring in 

enough money to contribute towards the visits. If we 

received £3 for every child each week we would have 

£162 towards the sessions. Our other fundraising events 

then need to provide us with an average of £100 per 

week in addition to school fund contributions. 

 

Please find more information and a questionnaire 

attached to this newsletter. I would very much like to 

learn your views and would appreciate it if you could 

complete the questionnaires and return them to the 

office early next week.  

 

Thank you very much.   

 

 

Please could you save your boxes, 

cartons, long tubes (not toilet roll 

tubes), buttons, wallpaper etc. for our 

‘junk’ modelling. We are running low on 

supplies again. 

Thank you. 

 

 

Also, Trisha is looking for any unwanted 

toys if you are having a post-Christmas 

clear out. If you have any donations for 

her, please pop them in a bag with her 

name on and she will collect them from 

the Nursery. Thank you.  

 

 

 

January Newsletter 2018 

Issue Number 8: 10th January 2018                       Jayne Smith 



Leisure Centre Visits Information 
Arrangements for the leisure Centre visits have become more complicated since the start of the 30 

hours. Most of our children attend on a morning session now and go to the Leisure centre on a 

Monday morning. However, 12 children attend only afternoon sessions so we have had to provide a 

smaller bus and choose swimming last half term and gymnastics this half term. This is proving to be 

extremely costly and we need to decide whether visits to the Leisure Centre are sustainable now or 

not. 

Costs: 

Monday swim session: £25 

Monday gym session: £54 

Monday Coach: £80 

Wednesday Coach: £48 (this is smaller for now but will increase to larger coach after half term when 

our January starters begin their visits to the leisure Centre) 

Wednesday Swim session: £25 

Total: £232 per week (£261 per week when 2 x gym sessions) 

The Wednesday afternoon visits have cost us £73 and sometimes only 6 children have gone due to 

absences. I understand that this is unavoidable. 

We now only have 54 children on roll to go swimming/gymnastics. At £3 each, the most we can 

bring in is £162 if everyone pays their voluntary contribution. This does not cover the weekly cost of 

£232 or £261 but we try to raise funds through raffles, sponsored events and fayres etc. to help 

support the visits. Snacks, presents from the birthday fairy and other rewards also need to be funded 

through the school fund.  

Less than a third of our parents are paying school fund regularly. Over the past year (from last April) 

we have paid for several coach bills and leisure centre bills totalling £2886 when school funds have 

been too low to cover the costs.  

When I first came to Oxclose Nursery in 2004, school fund was £2.50 per week but the coaches were 

£10 each and swimming and gymnastics lessons were £12 and £15. This was a total cost of £74 per 

week. The cost has more than tripled yet school fund has only risen by 50p.  

We have purposely tried to keep this contribution as low as possible as we value the experience of 

gymnastics and swimming sessions for the children greatly. They learn so many skills and gain so 

much confidence physically over the year that we really do not want this opportunity for the 

children to stop.  

The children leave Oxclose Nursery with Physical skills massively higher than those expected of them 

for their age. This is something that we are very proud of, as so few Early Years settings provide this 

opportunity to develop these skills. 

Our other problem is that we need one adult to every 4 children in order to take the children out of 

the nursery building. We are really struggling to make this happen some weeks and we have been 

very close to having to cancel the trip last minute. This is the minimum requirement but for health 

and safety it would be preferential to have 1 adult to every 3 children. If you would like to help on 

the visits, please pop in to the office to speak with Annette or myself. Thank you. 



Leisure Centre Visits Questionnaire 

Please could you complete the questions below, circling your 

answer of choice. Thank you for taking the time to complete this 

questionnaire. 

1. I would like the Leisure Centre Visits to continue.             Yes           No 

 

2. I am happy to pay a contribution towards the cost of these visits.        Yes          No 

 

 

3. I would rather the visits were optional.             Yes           No 

 

4. I think £3.00 is a fair request for school fund contributions.        Yes            No 

 

If no, please could you indicate what you think would be a fair contribution. £______________ 

 

5. Do you value the opportunity for swimming lessons and gymnastics lessons  

  Yes        No 

If no, which session would you like to continue?  ______________________________________ 

Any Comments? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Name (Optional) ______________________________________________________________ 


