
 

 

 

5/6P Class Assembly 
Mrs Payne’s class demonstrated their learning about the body during their class assembly on 
Wednesday. It was clear that they had a good grasp of the topic and we all learned something 
new. Well done to the children and Mrs Payne! 

TV Stars 
On Tuesday we were delighted to be asked by Sunderland AFC Foundation to send some 
children from Y5/6 to the Beacon of Light. We do a lot of work with the Foundation and it was 
an honour to be chosen as the children had the opportunity to read to elderly residents of care 
homes and to meet two players, Tom Flanagan and Duncan Watmore. An added bonus came 
in the shape of the TV cameras and the children starred towards the end of BBC Look North 
on Wednesday evening. It is available on iPlayer. I am sure that the children will gratefully and 
diligently deal with any autograph requests! 

Go Orange for a Day 
Today, people across the country have worn something orange to raise money for research to 
help beat muscle-wasting conditions such as Muscular Dystrophy. Schools and businesses 
across Spennymoor are joining in with this campaign in support of local boy Louis Jackson. 
Ox Close proved to be a sea of orange and I would like to thank everyone for taking part. 
Stuart, from Muscular Dystrophy UK, came in and spoke in assembly and the children learned 
a lot about the condition. Well done to all concerned. 

Mobile Phones 
From time to time, it is necessary for older children to bring their mobile phones to school. 
This is usually when children are walking home by themselves. We have noticed that lots of 
children are bringing mobile phones in to school and storing them at the school office. Please 
can we remind everyone that children should only be bringing mobile phones in school to 
store if it is an emergency or if they need the phone immediately after school. Ordinarily, there 
is no need for the children to bring mobile phones and we don’t have the capacity to store 
large numbers of them securely. Thank you for your co-operation.  

Adam Bushnell 
We are delighted that Adam Bushnell, the popular writer and story teller, will once again work 
with us next week. Adam is an inspirational figure and he is looking forward to working with all 
of our children. 

Thank you Mrs Edgar, Mr Bewick and Mrs Longthorne 
I would like to thank Mrs Edgar, Mr Bewick and Mrs Longthorne for stepping up this week 
when we have really needed them. Mrs Edgar and Mrs Longthorne have worked extra hours 
cleaning due to an unavoidable staff absence. Mrs Edgar has also done extra hours to clean 
the log cabin ahead of Adam Bushnell’s visit. Mr Bewick was amazing this morning when we 
had the snow. He worked tirelessly to keep the site safe and accessible. I appreciate all of this 
hard work and it highlights the important role played by all of our support staff at Ox Close.  

School Uniform 
Our school uniform looks fantastic and the Ox Close children are generally the smartest that I 
have worked with in my time in teaching. Please could we remind everyone that we continue 
to require the children to wear black shoes for school - we have noticed lots of bright colours 
since Christmas! Thank you. 
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Online Safety Workshops  
Online Safety is something which is becoming more and more crucial and week commencing 
4th February will be our Ox Close Online Safety week. There will be many different activities 
taking place which aim to make the children fully aware of the importance of staying safe 
online. Technology develops so quickly and so it is vital that we are also fully educated as 
adults. We are delighted that we are once again able to offer Online Safety workshops for 
parents and carers on Wednesday 6th February. Miss Bowden and Mr Crowther have sent 
out an additional letter with further information about these workshops. At the start of each 
workshop there will be a special assembly which will be led by the Digital Leaders and all of 
the children will perform a short piece. Refreshments will be served. 

Class Charts 
Our top scorer in Reception this week was Francesca H, while Adam C triumphed in 1/2. In 
Key Stage 2, Elliot P scored highest in 3/4 and Jed S had the most points in 5/6. 

Attendance 

Class RS had the highest attendance this week with 99%. The overall school attendance this 
year is 97% while this week it has been 96.4%. One class was perfectly punctual and 238 
minutes were lost due to lateness. The threshold for what is termed as persistent absence has 
been determined as 90%.  Unfortunately, we are also unable to authorise term time 
holidays as we have to follow the Government and Durham County protocol. The 
Durham County protocol explains that penalty notices must be issued ‘in instances of 
unauthorised holidays in term time (where the holiday gives rise to 7 days or more 
unauthorised absence in any period…). The school processes absences and then the 
County Council pick up on unauthorised absence.  
 

Dates for the Diary 
Adam Bushnell in School w/c Monday February 4th 2019 

Online Safety Week w/c Monday February 4th 2019 

E Safety Parent Workshops (Pauline Stewart, 
DCC) 

Wednesday 6th February 2019: 
EYFS & KS1 9.15-10.15am 
KS2 10.30-11.30am  

Class 1/2C  Assembly Wednesday 13th February 2019, 10.10am 

Ox Close Friends Masquerade Disco Wednesday 13th February 2019, 3.30-4.30pm 
EYFS and KS1, 5-6.30pm KS2 

School closes for half term Friday 15th February 2019 

School re-opens after half term Monday 25th February 2019 

Travelling Book Fair arrives Thursday 28th February 2019 

The Selfish Giant- Image Theatre Thursday 7th March 2019, AM 

Class 3/4C Assembly Wednesday 13th March 2019, 10.10am 

Class 5/6S Assembly Tuesday 19th March 2019, 10.10am (New date) 

Ox Close Friends Coffee Morning-EYFS and KS1 Wednesday 20th March 2019, 9am 

Ox Close Friends Coffee Morning-KS2 Thursday 21st March 2019, 9am 

Parent Consultation Evenings Monday 25th March 2019 to Wednesday 27th 
March 2019 (3.30-5.30pm) 

Class 3/4T Assembly Wednesday 27th March 2019, 10.10am 

EYFS Mother’s Day Brunch Thursday 28th March 2019 

EYFS Craft Session Monday 1st April 2019, 9-10.30am 

EYFS Craft Session Tuesday 2nd April 2019, 9-10.30am 

School closes for Easter Friday 5th April 2019 

School re-opens for Summer term Tuesday 23rd April 2019 
 

D. Harrison   
Executive Headteacher 


