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Mr Football 
Since the Nursery federated with the Primary School, using the hall for Mr Football sessions has been 
a very positive experience. On Monday, I observed one of the sessions and it was fantastic to see the 
children in action. They were all engaged, active and having great fun! Amongst other things, they 
were using body boards to move across the floor and then throwing bean bags into a target. It was 
interesting to see the different ways in which the children used the body boards and some of them 
were incredibly quick across the floor. The skills of balance and co-ordination were very much in play 
throughout the session and we have noticed that some children who are not necessarily naturally the 
most confident within Nursery are really shining during the Mr Football sessions. This is why it is so 
important to ensure that provision is holistic and wide ranging throughout Nursery and Primary 
School.  

Go Orange for Louis 
 All our children were invited to wear something orange, clothing or accessories last Friday. This was 
to raise funds for Muscular Dystrophy, a campaign inspired by Louis Jackson. I would like to thank 
everyone for supporting the event. The response was excellent across the Federation and the £101 
raised will definitely make a big difference. 
Online Safety Workshops  
These were held in the school this week, which has been ‘Safer Internet Week’. Some very important 
messages were shared. Even the youngest children are incredibly digitally literate as touch screen 
technology is very easy for them to use. The internet is an amazing resource but it is vital that we 
have safeguards and controls and that we are aware of what the children are doing at all times.  

Coat Pegs 
I mentioned last week that we were looking to move the coat pegs and this is something that we have 
now carried out. Access to the coats is now easier for the children and it has also helped to further 
improve safety. Overall, the new arrangements have gone well, although there are some teething 
problems and these will be addressed as soon as is possible. Thank you for your support. 

School Fund 
Yesterday, Ms Grundy and Mrs Taylor were looking at the School Fund. So far this term we have less 
than 20% of contributions and we would really appreciate it if we could raise that percentage and 
boost the school fund significantly. All of the funds raised are spent on the children. For example, the 
fund is used to pay for buses and snacks. We appreciate that times are hard financially and really 
appreciate and value your support and contributions.  

Improvements 
We have carried out lots of improvements to the building over the last couple of months and we have 
lots of plans to carry out further works. I must thank Mrs Pickering, the caretaker, as she has been 
very accommodating in opening up out of hours so that works can be carried out. Lots of work goes 
on behind the scenes, which all contributes towards the very best possible provision for the children. I 
am most grateful to Mrs Pickering for her work since we federated in November.  

Car Park and Drive 
Due to safety reasons, we have to restrict the access to the car park. Fundamentally, this is to protect 
the children as, with before and after school care, children are coming in and out of the Nursery 
throughout the day. In addition, we often have delivery vehicles which need access and could 
potentially have to turn in the car park. For those reasons, we politely request that parents avoid 
parking on site. We are aware that this means that there needs to be a gate open for pedestrian 
access at all times. Staff have reported that some Nursery parents have been walking up through the 
drive of the site and this is obviously dangerous. We will ensure that the pedestrian gate is open in 
order for parents to safely access and leave the site. Thank you for your co-operation.  
 
 
 
 
 
 



Open Days 
We were delighted with the positive coverage of the Nursery which appeared in the Northern Echo 
last Friday. This week we have been discussing the values which underpin the excellence which has 
long been a hallmark of the Nursery provision. Mrs Taylor is looking at admissions and ensuring that 
we have things ready to give people good notice about places for the next academic year. Final 
confirmation will be given in May but Mrs Taylor will be in touch before then with those who have 
expressed interest. We are holding Open Events on Wednesday 27th March, Thursday 28th March and 
Monday 1st April. 
 

Dates for the Diary  
 

Nursery closes for Spring Half Term Friday 15th  February 2019 

Nursery reopens  Monday 25th February 2019 

World Book Day Thursday 7th March 2019 

Science Week Week commencing Monday 11th March 2019 

Spring Parents Evening Monday 25th March 2019 

Open Event    10-11am Wednesday 27th March 2019 

Open Event    2-3pm Thursday 28th March 2019 

Open Event    4-5pm Monday 1st April 2019 

Easter Celebration Wednesday 3rd April 2019 

Nursery closes for Easter holidays Friday 5th April 2019  

Nursery reopens for the Summer Term Tuesday 23rd April 2019 

Nursery closes for Summer Half Term Friday 24th May 2019 

Nursery reopens  Tuesday 4th June 2019 

Sports Day Tuesday 25th June 2019 

Open Day Monday 15th July 2019 

Graduation Friday 19th July 2019 

Nursery closes for the summer holidays Friday 19th July 2019 
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