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Happy New Year 
I would like to take the opportunity to welcome everyone back to Nursery at the beginning of 
2019. I trust that you all had a wonderful Christmas holiday. It has been great to see the 
children and it has been a very successful week. The children are very settled and that is full 
credit to them, their families and our amazing staff. 

Miss Curry and Mrs Reames 
Miss Curry has started at Oxclose Nursery as an Early Years Practitioner this week. She 
continues to work as a teacher at Ox Close Primary School for now. I know that Miss Curry 
has enjoyed it when she has been in this week and she is looking forward to being part of 
the Nursery team up until the end of the academic year. Mrs Reames is another very highly 
valued member of staff, who has been with us since last year part time. We are delighted 
that she is now full time and working with the Green Group. 

Welcome 
Nursery has been very busy as we have had lots of new starters this week. Mrs Taylor has 
organised a comprehensive transition programme which is aimed at making the process as 
smooth as it can be for the children. I spoke to a number of parents this week about 
transition and would like to thank them for their comments and input.  

Starting School 
The deadline for applying for school places in Reception in September 2019 is on this 
coming Tuesday (15th January). Visit www.durham.gov.uk/schooladmissions where you can 
access a useful guide to help.  

Childcare Codes 
Could we please encourage everyone to check their eligibility codes and renew these on the 
government portal every three months. We have many children that have fallen into the 
grace period and if these codes are not renewed it could affect the nursery’s funding. Thank 
you for your continued co-operation. Visit https://childcare-support.tax.service.gov.uk 

Drive Safety 
Due to the increased number of vehicles driving up to the nursery doors, we would politely 
ask that no cars are brought up the drive unless you have permission. This is to make it safe 
for our children as they enter and leave the building. 

Helpers 
If you are new to the nursery and would like to help out on our leisure centre visits, you can 
pick up a DBS form from the office and will be advised how to fill it in.  

Head Lice 
We have been made aware of head lice in the local area. We would like to ask all parents to 
watch out for the symptoms of head lice to minimise spread. We encourage you to check 
regularly and to inform us if you suspect your child may have them, in order to stop the 
spread to other children. More information can be found on 
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/head-lice-and-nits/  

Dinners 
There was a huge positive response to introduce hot meals to our nursery. We are working 
hard with Taylor Shaw to get this in place ready for the April Term. The cost for a hot meal is 
an additional £2.05 per day, £10.25 per week to the existing £2.50 lunchtime cover cost 
(£4.55 per day, £22.75). If you are interested in using this service please can you put your 
child’s name down by no later than the 18th January.  

 
 

http://www.durham.gov.uk/schooladmissions


Unwanted Bottles 
We would like to request any unwanted washing up liquid bottles or hand soap bottles, these 
will aid us in our painting activities.  

Open Door Policy 
Oxclose Nursery has always been a very welcoming environment and this is something 
which we are keen to continue with. Mrs Taylor does not teach on afternoons and so will be 
available if you have any queries or concerns and, of course, you are most welcome to 
speak to members of staff when dropping off or picking up. In the event that a senior 
member of staff is needed and they aren’t available when you call, please see the office and 
we will arrange for a call back or meeting at the earliest possible opportunity. 

 
Dates for the Diary  
We are pleased to publish currently confirmed dates for the rest of the academic year and 
these can be seen in the table below. Naturally, we have planned other events such as trips 
and we will add these when we have final details. 
 

Nursery closes for Spring Half Term Friday 15th  February 2019 

Nursery reopens  Monday 25th February 2019 

Science Week Week commencing Monday 11th March 2019 

Spring Parents Evening Monday 25th March 2019 

Easter Celebration Wednesday 3rd April 2019 

Nursery closes for Easter holidays Friday 5th April 2019  

Nursery reopens for the Summer Term Tuesday 23rd April 2019 

Nursery closes for Summer Half Term Friday 24th May 2019 

Nursery reopens  Tuesday 4th June 2019 

Sports Day Tuesday 25th June 2019 

Open Day Monday 15th July 2019 

Graduation Friday 19th July 2019 

Nursery closes for the summer holidays Friday 19th July 2019 
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