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Happy Half Term 
As we close for the holiday tonight, I would like to wish everyone a very happy half term. It has been a 
very busy and successful half term, with lots going on as usual. It has been the first half term in 
Nursery for some of our children and I know that the staff are impressed with how those pupils are 
settling in. Oxclose Nursery continues to be thrive and I would like to thank all of the children, staff 
and parents for their contribution this half term. We look forward to returning at the end of the month 
and continuing with exciting learning and experiences as we move towards spring.  

Lip Lee 
Yesterday we had the delight of Lip Lee joining us for the day to learn about Chinese New Year. The 
children and staff always look forward to this event and it was as successful as ever. The children 
enjoyed stories with puppets, singing and dancing with fans. They also learning about the special 12 
Chinese animals. The children also counted in Chinese and learned Chinese words. Some of the 
children even dressed up in Chinese costumes and hats.  

World Book Day 
As we look forward to world book day we are delighted to announce that Thursday 7th March we will 
be attending the Spennymoor Library for a special reading and craft session. We will also be holding 
a special book club and sharing our favourite stories together. 

School Fund 
 Last week, Ms Grundy and Mrs Taylor were looking at the School Fund. So far this term we have 
less than 20% of contributions and we would really appreciate it if we could raise that percentage and 
boost the school fund significantly. All of the funds raised are spent on the children. For example, the 
fund is used to pay for buses and snacks. We appreciate that times are hard financially and really 
appreciate and value your support and contributions.  
Improvements 
We have carried out lots of improvements to the building over the last couple of months and we have 
lots of plans to carry out further works. I am delighted that the County Council have agreed to carry 
out significant improvements to the Nursery entrance, although this work will take place in the 
summer. 

Miss Curry 
Earlier this week, Mrs Taylor sent a letter to Red Group parents to let them know that, unfortunately, 
Miss Curry has been successful in attaining a full time position elsewhere. Miss Curry has been 
covering maternity at the Primary School for 16 months but this will come to an end in March and this 
prompted her decision to look for something more substantive, which is absolutely understandable. 
This is disappointing for the Nursery as Miss Curry has made a good impression in her short time with 
us but I would like to thank her for her contribution and wish her very well. As explained in the letter, 
there are plans to appoint a replacement and we are working hard to get these arrangements in place 
as soon as is possible.  

Car Park and Drive 
Due to safety reasons, we have to restrict the access to the car park. Fundamentally, this is to protect 
the children as, with before and after school care, children are coming in and out of the Nursery 
throughout the day. In addition, we often have delivery vehicles which need access and could 
potentially have to turn in the car park. For those reasons, we politely request that parents avoid 
parking on site. We are aware that this means that there needs to be a gate open for pedestrian 
access at all times. Staff have reported that some Nursery parents have been walking up through the 
drive of the site and this is obviously dangerous. We will ensure that the pedestrian gate is open in 
order for parents to safely access and leave the site. Thank you for your co-operation.  

 
 
 
 
 



Open Days 
We were delighted with the positive coverage of the Nursery which appeared in the Northern Echo 
last Friday. This week we have been discussing the values which underpin the excellence which has 
long been a hallmark of the Nursery provision. Mrs Taylor is looking at admissions and ensuring that 
we have things ready to give people good notice about places for the next academic year. Final 
confirmation will be given in May but Mrs Taylor will be in touch before then with those who have 
expressed interest. We are holding Open Events on Wednesday 27th March, Thursday 28th March and 
Monday 1st April. 

Two’s Parents Evening  
Due to unforeseen circumstances the two year old parents evening will now be on Monday 18th 
March. Time slots will follow in the porch area. 

Board Games and Jigsaws 
If anyone has any unwanted board games of jigsaws they would be greatly received thank you. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Dates for the Diary  
 
 

Nursery closes for Spring Half Term Friday 15th  February 2019 

Nursery reopens  Monday 25th February 2019 

World Book day, Library Visit Thursday 7th March 2019 

Science Week Week commencing Monday 11th March 2019 

Two’s Parent Evening Monday 18th March 2019 

Spring Parents Evening Monday 25th March 2019 

Open Event    10-11am Wednesday 27th March 2019 

Open Event    2-3pm Thursday 28th March 2019 

Open Event    4-5pm Monday 1st April 2019 

Easter Celebration Wednesday 3rd April 2019 

Nursery closes for Easter holidays Friday 5th April 2019  

Nursery reopens for the Summer Term Tuesday 23rd April 2019 

Nursery closes for Summer Half Term Friday 24th May 2019 

Nursery reopens  Tuesday 4th June 2019 

Sports Day Tuesday 25th June 2019 

Open Day Monday 15th July 2019 

Graduation Friday 19th July 2019 

Nursery closes for the summer holidays Friday 19th July 2019 
 

D. Harrison      J.Taylor 
Executive Headteacher (Ox Close Federation)                        Interim Head of Nursery 


