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Wednesday 20th May 

 

Parent Survey Summary 

 

 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

 

Yesterday, we wrote to you to answer queries that came to light through our parent survey of last week. 

One key question was relating to how we intend to try and organise this planned wider opening of the 

school (Reception, Year 1 and Year 6) and Nursery, if it goes ahead on June 1st as initially planned by the 

UK Government and we tried to begin to address this in our letter yesterday.   

 

Your feedback is essential to us and I have spent a long time analysing responses. I felt that, given the 

overwhelming response from parents, and the gravity of the current situation, it would be beneficial to 

summarise the key comments. Please see the results below and also refer to our letters to parents 

yesterday. As you know, now that parents have a little more information, we are asking for them to 

complete a further survey so that we can ascertain firmer numbers and then produce and share a more 

detailed plan. It is important to note that at this stage the return to school has not been confirmed. 

 

Across the Federation, a large proportion of parents answered ‘unsure’, which is very understandable, and 

so we sent out an additional question which asked people who were unsure to let us know why. This led 

to an amazing 106 responses, many of which I attempted to begin to address yesterday. We have included 

the results overleaf, as well as a summary of other comments and our responses. I hope that you find this 

to be of some use. 

 

Yours faithfully, 
 

D Harrison   

Mr Harrison     

Executive Headteacher    

 

 



Survey Results 

 

 

Nursery 

 

Reception 

 

Year One 

 

Year Six 

 
 

 

 Parent Comment/Concern Ox Close Response 

We have every faith in Ox Close but the 

measures which the school will have to take 

are impossible. 

We received many comments such as this one, relating to both school and Nursery. Your support is 

appreciated. We will do everything possible to ensure that we make the environment as safe as is possible 

and I began planning for this situation many weeks ago. However, fulfilling the requirements of the 

Guidance is, as noted, challenging.  

School and Nursery can’t give 100% guarantees. 

The school isn’t big enough to put these 

measures in place. 

As noted, no school or Nursery can 100% guarantee that children or staff will not ‘catch the disease’. If 

open, we will take every possible measure to try to minimise risks. In terms of the school size, this is quite 

correct. The rooms do not fit 15 children in when applying social distancing and we absolutely cannot 

compromise safety. Staff are also a factor and they need to be protected in line with workplace guidance. 

These factors are why we have planned to organise in the way outlined in the letter yesterday.  

Younger children can not social distance. Anyone who has ever been around young children knows that younger children will find social distancing 

very difficult. This is a very valid concern. Should parents choose to send their child to school, we will do 

all that we can to adhere to social distancing. 

Following social distancing will have a negative 

impact on my child.  

Socialisation is a huge part of learning, especially with younger children. In Early Years, learning is normally 

through play and interaction and this will have to be restricted. It will be a challenge, but staff will do their 

utmost to be as compassionate and caring as they can be, albeit from a safe distance, with any child who 

does attend.  
 



 

 

Following social distancing in the manner 

described in Government guidance could 

impact upon my child’s Mental Health 

This is a valid concern and will be something that we monitor carefully for all children who do attend. 

My child needs to be in school and will be 

returning. 

When it is safe for school and Nursery to open then children will be accommodated in line with the 

necessary organisation. 

It will be an alien environment By necessity, the learning environment will be very different to the norm. 

It is unfair on children and staff. I will take my 

advice from the Scottish Government. 

It is a challenging situation and there are many different opinions on this issue. It is true that other parts of 

the UK have taken a different approach to the wider reopening of schools and the lifting of lockdown 

measures in general. 

Mixed messaging. My child can go to school but 

can’t visit family. 

This is a consideration and hopefully children will be able to visit family members soon. 

We are unsure as we feel anxious about the 

virus but we don’t want our child to fall behind. 

Anxieties are perfectly understandable. Those who attend will be in for 2 days per week and our online 

offer will continue for those children who are not in school. The content of learning will be the same for 

children who are at home and at school.  

Variations in infection rate- higher R rate in the 

North East region 

 

Government data shows that there are regional variations and that the North East has had a higher 

infection rate than other parts of the UK in recent times. There are also variations within the North East 

region itself.  

If the data supports, then we will send our 

child. 

The Government said that the June 1st return date was conditional upon satisfactory data. As noted, there 

are regional variations and it is wise to look at the data as parents must be satisfied with their decision. 

I want my child to attend as they are in Year 6 

and they need transition and closure but other 

children wouldn’t be in school. 

Transition to secondary school is important. Unfortunately, Government guidance does not allow Primary 

pupils to make transition visits to secondary schools. Whitworth Park have issued transition packs. School 

would of course try to mark the end of the year in some appropriate way but Leaver Assemblies are 

discouraged in the guidance. 

I am clinically vulnerable. Do not send your child to school or Nursery if you are clinically vulnerable. This advice is in line with 

Government guidance 

We would want to know which social 

distancing and safety measures that were in 

place. 

Yesterday’s letter to school parents gave details of the prospective organisation and of other safety 

measures which will be in place. 

How would it be organised? Yesterday’s letter to school parents gave an outline of the proposed provisional arrangements. When we 

have the results of our latest survey, we will be back in touch with exact details, hopefully by the end of 

this week. The plans are subject to changes in Government guidance. 

Do I have to send my child to school? Will I be 

fined? 

No. It is understood that this is an anxious time for everyone and, while the Government feel that it 

would benefit pupils to return, they will not fine parents who do not send their children to school.  



 


