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1. Internet Use in School 

 The purpose of Internet access in school is to raise educational 

standards, to support the professional work of staff and to enhance the 

school’s facilities and ability to serve the needs of pupils, staff and their 

community. 

 Access to the Internet is a necessary tool for staff and an entitlement 

for pupils. It should be noted that misuse of a computer system will be 

dealt with through the school’s disciplinary procedures and may result 

in the withdrawal of this facility in respect of the individual concerned. 

 

The benefits to the school of internet use. 

Benefits to the school of Internet use include: 

 Access to world-wide educational resources including museums 

and art galleries; 

 Inclusion in government initiatives  

 Information and cultural exchanges between students world-wide; 

 Easier and better access to News and current events;  

 Access to experts in many fields for pupils and staff;  

 Staff professional development - access to educational materials 

and good curriculum practice;  

 Communication with the advisory and support services, professional 

associations and colleagues; 

 Exchange of curriculum and administration data with the LA 

 

Safe and controlled access to the Internet. 

 

The school uses a ‘filtered Internet Service’ that stops as much of the 

unsuitable material as possible, entering the school system or being displayed 

on a computer being used by pupils. It is virtually impossible to guarantee the 

removal of all such materials.   

Pupils in school are unlikely to see inappropriate content in books due to 

selection by publisher and teacher.  The Internet is a new communications 

medium and is freely available to any person wishing to send e-mail or publish 

a Web site.  Staff will ensure that access is appropriate through selection of 

approved websites.  

When will access to the Internet be allowed? 

The school will allocate access to the Internet on the basis of educational 

need. We will gain parental agreement to allow the children Internet Access 

(see letter in Appendix A). 



 

In our Nursery, access to the Internet will be by teacher or adult 

demonstration.  Pupils will access teacher-prepared materials, rather than the 

open Internet; 

Parents will be informed that pupils will be provided with supervised Internet 

access where it is important to their education and will be asked to signify if 

they are unhappy about their child’s work appearing on the Internet;  

Protection of school system and user’s files. 

The Internet is a new connection to the outside world that could compromise 

system performance or threaten security. 

 Virus protection will be installed and updated regularly; 

 The IT technician will ensure that the system has the capacity to 

take increased traffic caused by Internet use; 

 The security of the whole system will be reviewed with regard to 

threats to security from Internet access; 

 Security strategies will be discussed with the LA, ISP and other 

appropriate agencies; 

 All Internet traffic will be virus scanned automatically on receipt 

from the ISP. 

 

Use of the Internet in the classroom. 

Teachers and pupils need to learn how best to use this tool for teaching and 

learning.    

 Internet access will be planned to enrich and extend learning 

activities as an integrated aspect of the curriculum; 

 Pupils will be given clear objectives for Internet use;  

 Teachers will be provided with lists of relevant and suitable Web 

sites; 

 Pupils using the Internet will be supervised appropriately; 

 Internet access will be purchased from a supplier that provides a 

service designed for pupils. This will include filtering appropriate to 

the age of pupils; 

 The school will work with the LA and the Internet Service Provider to 

ensure systems to protect pupils are reviewed and improved; 

 

The school Internet site.  

Oxclose Nursery has created an Internet Website to inform others of our good 

practice.  Our Web site celebrates good work and promotes the school. As 

the school's Website can be accessed by anyone on the Internet, the security 

of staff and pupils must be maintained.  Although common in newspaper 

reports, the publishing of pupils’ names and photographs that identify 

individuals on Web pages is considered inappropriate. 

 The headteacher and  a designated member of staff will have 

editorial responsibility to ensure that content is accurate and 

appropriate quality of presentation is maintained;  

 The Web site will comply with the school's guidelines for 

publications; 

 All material must be the author's own work. If not, credit will be 

given to the other work and the author's identity or status will be 

stated clearly;  



 

 The point of contact on the Web site will be the school address 

and telephone number.  Home information or individual e-mail 

identities will not be published; 

 No names will be used when referring to pupils work or pictures 

on the web site; 

 Pictures should show pupils involved in appropriate activities 

and  particular care should be given to the appropriate dress of 

pupils; 

 

Complaints procedure. 

Prompt action will be required if a complaint is made. The facts of the case 

will need to be established.  The school’s governing body complaints 

procedure will be used as appropriate. Sanctions for irresponsible use must be 

linked to the school's disciplinary procedures. 

 

Communications with users and parents. 

It is very important that staff feel prepared for Internet use and agree with the 

school Internet Access Policy.  Staff should be given opportunities to discuss 

the issues and develop good teaching strategies.  It would be most unfair if 

staff, particularly supply staff, were asked to take charge of an Internet 

activity without training.  Reassurance and discussion may be required. 

 

 All staff including teachers, supply staff, classroom assistants and 

support staff, will be provided with the Internet Access Policy; 

 Parents' attention will be drawn to the Policy through appropriate 

channels in newsletters, the school brochure and on the school Web 
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Appendix A 
 
Oxclose Nursery School  
 
Dear Parents 

Responsible Use of the Internet 

As part of our enriched Information and Communication Technology curriculum, we are 
providing supervised access to the Internet. 

There are concerns about pupils having access to undesirable materials, therefore we are 
taking positive steps to deal with that possibility. We have purchased our Internet access 
from an educational supplier that operates a filtering system that restricts access to 
inappropriate materials. All our computers with Internet Access can be seen by a member of 
staff at all times and access will be supervised.   

 
We believe it is important to publish pupils work on the school web site as good work should 
be celebrated. We do not use names or give out addresses, phone numbers etc. but when, 
for example, pupils have won an award, we believe that publicising this encourages and 
rewards them. If you are not happy about your child’s work and or pictures of your child being 
published on the school web site please contact me. If you do not contact me, I will assume 
you give permission for your child’s work to be used on the school website. 
 
Should you wish to discuss any aspect of Internet use, please telephone me to arrange an 
appointment. 
 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
 
Miss. Jayne Smith 
Head Teacher 


