
 

 

 

 

 

Federation Closed – PD Day – Monday 28th November 

Just a little reminder that Monday is a training day and so school will be closed. We hope that families have a great 

long weekend and we look forward to seeing you on Tuesday. 

 

Springmoor Grange Primary and Nursery Logo Competition 

On Wednesday morning, I held an assembly to launch an exciting challenge for our wonderful children.  As you 

know, Oxclose Nursery and Ox Close Primary will amalgamate to form a new school in September 2024 and the 

Governors have decided that Springmoor Grange will be the name of the brand new, state of the art school, which 

will be built on the site of the former Tudhoe Grange Secondary School on Durham Road. We would like to involve 

all stakeholders in this transition and we are giving all of the children the opportunity to design the logo for the 

new build. The children were so engaged and excited and have already generated some incredible ideas. The 

deadline for the competition is Friday 16th December and I would ask that everyone remembers to put their name 

and class on their entry. Our winning entry will be taken to a professional design team and then the logo will be 

formulated. Good luck everyone! 

 

Springmoor Grange Plans and Simulation 

The children were excited to see a simulation of the new school in the assembly on Wednesday; it looks fantastic. I 

look forward to sharing the plans and the simulation with parents at events that we will hold in the New Year.  

 

Nursery 

Yesterday, I visited Nursery once again, this time with 2 of our Governors. It was brilliant to see the children learning 

and to notice how well they are in routine. Mrs Phillips and the team have worked so hard this term and they are 

determined to continue providing the best possible deal for the children. Well done to all! 

 

Christmas Performances 

 

Wednesday 7th December 10am and 5pm – Reception Performance 

Thursday 8th December 10am and 5pm - Year 3/4 Performance 

Tuesday 13th December 10am and 5pm - Year 1/2 Performance 

Wednesday 14th December 10am and 2pm - Nursery Performance 

Thursday 15th December 10am and 5pm - Year 5/6 Performance 

 

We are very excited to be once again holding our Christmas Performances for everyone to 

attend – rehearsals are in full swing and there is a real buzz in the air. Please note that 

tickets are not required for the performance as we have split the performances into phases. 

For each performance, doors will open 15 minutes prior to the start time for parents/carers 

to take their seats. For children in Reception to Year 6, there is an evening performance – 

staff will send a message via SeeSaw to let you know what time the children will need to be 

back in school.  
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Christmas Lunch – Wednesday 7th December 

All children are invited to join in with the Christmas Lunch. If there is anyone who 

normally has a packed lunch and wishes to have a Christmas Lunch that day, could 

Primary school parents please log on to Parent Pay and order any choice for that day. If 

Nursery school parents wish to order a lunch could they please contact the Federation 

office.  Thanks to the Government’s policy on meals for Key Stage 1 children, the lunch 

is free to all children in Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 and anyone on the free school 

meals register. The cost to children in Nursery and Key Stage 2 is £2.25 payable at the 

time of ordering.   

 

Nursery Update from Mrs Woods 

Nursery will be turning festive next week - we are busy practising our Nativity songs and 

will be heading for the stage soon too.  We are really excited to welcome parents in for a Santa Stay and Play 

session next week, we might even be walking to see a certain jolly man in red. Over the next few weeks we will be 

learning about how we celebrate Christmas and all the different traditions we have. We are definitely getting into 

the spirit of the season in Nursery! 

 

Reception Update from Mrs Paxton 

In Reception we have been practising the songs for our nativity which is less than two weeks away. The children 

have done so well to learn so many songs! We will be reading the story of Little Robin Red Vest in class. From this 

we will be learning about robins and other birds and what some animals do in the winter time. The children 

continue to make amazing progress in phonics and over the next few weeks we will continue to learn to say, read 

and write new graphemes and words. 

 

Y1/2 Update from Mrs Bowman 

Years 1 and 2 are very excited about the activities that are coming up over the next few weeks. At the moment, we 

are busy practising for our Christmas performance and enjoying learning our songs. We are going to be decorating 

our class Christmas Tree as well as making Christmas cards and learning about the true meaning of Christmas. We 

will also be visiting Santa and taking pictures and letters for him to see. The children will also be having a Christmas 

party with lots of fun games and dancing. Next week, Year 2 are going to learn about the Christmas story in a fun, 

interactive way - they will visit the Methodist Church and watch interactive displays telling the story of Jesus’ birth. 

 

Y3/4 Update from Miss Day 

It is going to be a busy and exciting time in Y3/4 over the next few weeks. During our RE lessons, we are learning all 

about advent and the importance of Christmas to Christians and others around the world. We have recently been 

out on a Geography fieldwork walk to the swimming baths – we are going to collate all of the evidence which we 

have collected along the way to conclude the safest route to walk to swimming. During our French lessons, we are 

going to be learning all about Christmas and the names of different shops. Watch out for our letters to Santa in 

French! We have also been continuing to learn our Christmas songs ready for our Christmas performances - we 

can't wait to welcome all of the parents and carers in to watch our amazing performances and also visit the Town 

Centre for our community performance.  

 

Y5/6 Update from Mrs Payne 

Years 5 and 6 have certainly started to get into the Christmas spirit this week. Christmas rehearsals are well 

underway and the children (and staff) have certainly been in fine voice. They have impressed us all with their 

singing and acting skills and we can't wait to welcome you to their performance in December. Over the next few 

weeks, we will be discussing the themes of Christmas in our RE lessons and we will be talking about what Christmas 

means to us. We will also be making Christingles and the meaning behind them. In French, we will be introduced to 

lots of new key Christmas vocabulary and will be using this in our writing and speaking activities in the classroom. 

We are all looking forward to the last few weeks of term. Don't forget to watch out for our updates on SeeSaw to 

see all that we get up to. 



 

 

 

 

Weekly Class Charts Top Scorers 

 

Year 1 Deanna S Year 4 Olivia P 

Year 2 Jack A Year 5 Lily-May H 

Year 3 Teddy B Year 6 Harmony D 

 

 

Attendance 

 

Attendance for the current school year currently stands at 93.3%, while the national average attendance is 94.4%.   

 

Year 5 was the year group with the highest attendance this week, while Year 3 have had the highest overall 

attendance this year so far with 94%. 

 

 

Dates for the Diary 

 

Monday 28th November Nursery and School Closed – PD Day 

Wednesday 7th December Christmas Lunch 

Wednesday 7th December 10am and 5pm – Reception Performance 

Thursday 8th December 10am and 5pm - Year 3/4 Performance 

Tuesday 13th December 10am and 5pm - Year 1/2 Performance 

Wednesday 14th December 10am and 2pm - Nursery Performance 

Thursday 15th December 10am and 5pm - Year 5/6 Performance 

Friday 16th December KS2 Christmas Party Day 

Monday 19th December Nursery, Reception and KS1 Christmas Party 

Tuesday 20th December Break up for the Christmas Holidays 

2023 

Wednesday 4th January Closed – PD Day 

Thursday 5th January Children return following Christmas Holidays 

 

 

 

D Harrison   Mr Harrison - Executive Headteacher 

A Bowden     Miss Bowden - Deputy Executive Headteacher 

J Phillips     Mrs Phillips - Assistant Executive Headteacher 


